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Painting your boat?
Here are your topcoat options.

REFLE

BY PETE MCDONALD
or most produc-
F tion boatbuilders,

there’s only one
way to get that gleaming
fiberglass finish: gelcoat. But
at Hatteras Yachts, though all
of the fiberglass still gets an
external skin of gelcoat, the
flawless finish comes from an
additional step in the production
rocess. Hatteras is one of the very
ew builders in the world that paints
every boat. And, says Eric Cashion,
Hatteras marketing director, there’s a
good reason why. “We believe there are
two kinds of boats —those that have been

painted and those that will be painted.”



A good paint job will make even a tired, old hull look like it did when it was brand new

hy do most builders choose gel-
i i f‘ coat over paint? Cost. Applying
g\e[{mt in the mold is far faster

and much less labor-intensive than painting
a finished boat, and it doesn't involve an
extra step in the production process. Plus
geleoat is less prone to showing marks and
abrasions than paint. But it does have its
drawbacks, the principal one being thar it's
maore susceptible to dulling from UV
breakdown and oxidation; it takes a lot of
waxing and buffing to keep gelcoat looking
like new over the life of 2 boar.

On the other hand, paint is more UV-
resistant and usually won't break down
over time, leaving you with a chalky, faded
hull that looks older and more beat up than
it really is. “*With paint, vessels look newer
for longer,” Cashion says. “That's the
biggest reason we do i."

There are basically two types of marine
paint: polyester and acrylic. Marine acrylic
paint is derived from the automotive prod-
uct, which is formulated to dry quickly so
it can accommodate a mass-production
schedule, It is softer and easier 1o spot-
repair than polyester-based paint, but it is
also casier to scrarch. Acrylics are also more
susceptible to chemical reactions; they don't
hold up well when exposed to diesel fuel,
diesel soot, leaking hydraulic fluid, teak
cleaner, and all the other little drips and
dribbles that are common to boating,

Polyester marine paints come to us from
the aviation industry, where they must
endure speeds in excess of 500 mph. Besides
being more scratch-resistant than acrylics,
they hold up much better o chemical expo-

sure and UV light, which is why
most builders use polyester paints,
especially on larger boats.

“You won't see acrylic on a
megayacht,” advises Tripp Nelson,
sales and marketing manager for
Alexseal in the United States. “Most
of the time they dock side-to, and
the pressure from those large fender
balls would wreck acrylic. You need
a very tough paint.”

Besides durability, a key criterion
for any paint is its depth of gloss.
When you stand next to a hull that's
been properly painted, you should
see your mirror image looking back
at you, The betwer the paint, the
longer your image will hold true as
you move away from the boar.
That's why a quick way to measure
depth of gloss is with a tape measure.
Put the end against the hull and
move back until you can no longer
clearly read the numbers in the paint.
The highest number that you can
clearly read 1s the di:p‘:h of gloss.

Bur gloss can be quantified in a
more scientific way. Professional
paintng operations rely on a
]Th}L'hinE EJ”J,".{ & glmﬁ meter 1o Pr(l-
‘r'idl' a sp'.'l-lE“: measurement (![ a
paint’s gloss. Quality paints that have
been properly applied will produce a
gloss-meter reading between 85 and
92. Though acrylics can produce
similar gloss-meter numbers, experts
say that polyester paints provide a
more distinct image.
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