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From the Chief
Commander
 General Musings 
 This issue of Styled in 
Fiberglass “hits the streets” just after 
the beginning of the holiday season. 
We start with Thanksgiving, and end 
ZLWK�+DQXNNDK��&KULVWPDV��DQG�ÀQDOO\�
New Years. At this time of year many 
RI�XV�UHÁHFW�RQ�DQG�JLYH�WKDQNV�IRU�RXU�
blessings. We often take for granted 
the very things that most deserve our 
gratitude. Despite the turmoil we see 
daily in the world, the Commander 
&OXE�DV�D�JURXS�LV�LQFUHGLEO\�OXFN\��
HVSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�FRPSDUHG�WR�RXU�PRUH�
unfortunate brethren. We own superb 
SRZHU�ERDWV��LQ�LWVHOI�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�
RI�GLVSRVDEOH�LQFRPH��D�OX[XU\�PDQ\�
people in the world do not have. Even 
EHWWHU��HLWKHU�H[SHULHQFH��UHVHDUFK��
ZRUG�RI�PRXWK��OXFN��RU�VRPHWKLQJ�
HOVH�OHG�XV�WR�SXUFKDVH�RQH�RI�WKH�ÀQHVW�
PRGHOV�RI�ÀEHUJODVV�ERDWV�HYHU�EXLOW��
plus, after 45 years or so they still look 
stylish and are very seaworthy, a tribute 
to their designers and engineers. When 
someone stops in front of your boat to 
admire it, it really gives one a sense of 
pride in ownership.
 From a personal standpoint, 
RXU�QHZ���·�LV�ORFDWHG�RQ�´ELJ�ERDW�
row” at our marina. There are a lot 
RI�UHDOO\�ELJ��H[SHQVLYH�ERDWV�KHUH��
LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�WKDW�FRVW����WLPHV�PRUH�
than we paid for our “little 47.”
When people who are walking our 
GRFN�ZDON�SDVW�WKH�KLJK�HQG�ERDWV�DQG�
stop in front of PATTY WAGON and 
say “Wow! Is that beautiful. What 
\HDU�LV�LW"µ�,�WKDQN�WKHP�DQG�FDVXDOO\�
mention it is 41 years old. They are 
amazed, and I feel like a king ! I’m 
sure most members have had the same 
H[SHULHQFH��SUREDEO\�VLPLODU�WR�D�JROIHU�
hitting a hole in one.
� $QRWKHU�RI�RXU�FROOHFWLYH�
blessings is the Commander Club 
LWVHOI��:KHUH�HOVH�FDQ�\RX�JHW�URFN�
VROLG�DGYLFH�RQ�MXVW�DERXW�DQ\WKLQJ�

related to Commanders? Where else 
FDQ�\RX�PDNH�VR�PDQ\�QHZ�DQG�
wonderful friends? As we age, we start 
losing friends, but if one truly avails 
WKHPVHOYHV�WR�DOO�WKH�FOXE�KDV�WR�RIIHU��
\RXU�FLUFOH�RI�IULHQGV�H[SDQGV��2XU�
National and Regional Rendezvous’ are 
D�SODFH�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�\RXU�ERDW��
JHW�QHZ�SURMHFW�LGHDV��PHHW�DQG�PDNH�
new friends, and generally have a good 
time.

 Patty & I have attended every 
FOXE�UHQGH]YRXV��VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
ÀUVW�RQH�LQ�������:H�KDYH�HQMR\HG�
HYHU\RQH��DQG�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�DWWHQG�
as long as we are able. Please join us 
QH[W�$XJXVW�LQ�'HWURLW��0,�IRU�WKH�ODWHVW�
National Rendezvous. You won’t regret 
it!
� ,Q�FORVLQJ��3DWW\�	�,�ZLVK�DOO�
our CCCC friends a happy & healthy 
holiday season plus best wishes for the 
New Year. (and perhaps something new 
for your Commander as a holiday gift)
 
 Dick Morland

 Chief Commander
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Commander Club

mISSIon  STaTemenT

The Commander Club is a ‘virtual 
FOXE�·�H[LVWLQJ�RQ�WKH�,QWHUQHW��7KH�

FOXE�LV�D�QRQ�VWRFN�FRUSRUDWLRQ�
GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKH�SUHVHUYDWLRQ��VWXG\�

DQG�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FODVVLF�
ÀEHUJODVV�&RPPDQGHU�ERDWV�EXLOW�

by Chris Craft Corp. Our goal is 
to inform and enlighten owners 

RU�HQWKXVLDVWV�DERXW�WKHVH�FODVVLF�
ÀEHUJODVV�ERDWV���0HPEHUV�VKDOO�EH�

Commander owners, enthusiasts 
or other persons who support the 

PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�FOXE�

exeCuTIve  CommITTee

CHIEF COMMANDER
',&.�025/$1'

(OJLQ��,/

PUBLIC RELATIONS 
:+,71(<�3,//6%85<

South Orange, NJ

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR
0$5&,$�(/.,16

+XQWVYLOOH��$/

WEB MASTER
$/$5,.�921�+2)67(1

%URPPD��6ZHGHQ

TREASURER
0,.(�6&+5$*(

*URVVH�3RLQWH�3DUN��0,

ARCHIVIST
&+$5/(1(�3,.(

5R\DO�2DN��0,

0\�ORYH�IRU�DOO�WKLQJV�
&RPPDQGHU�GDWHV�EDFN�WR�P\�
father’s 31’ Commander.  He 
KDG�HQFRXUDJHG�PH�WR�JHW�WKH���·�
when I was looking for a boat for 
the NYC area.  When I moved 
to the suburbs, I downsized to 
WKH�VXSHU�FRRO���·�6XSHU�6SRUW�
VNL�ERDW���1RZ�,·P�EDFN�LQ�WKH�
ELJ�ERDW�EXVLQHVV�ZLWK�D�SURMHFW�
��·��ZRQGHULQJ�ZKHQ�,�FDQ�VWRS�
FDOOLQJ�LW�D�´SURMHFWµ�ERDW"����%XW�
RQH�WKLQJ�ZDV�FRPPRQ�ZLWK�DOO�
WKRVH�ERDWV��HDFK�QHHGHG�HQJLQH�
VZDSV�RU�UH�SRZHUV��DQG�FRPSOHWH�
make overs.  So I have enjoyed 
UHDGLQJ�%LOO�6PLWK·V�SRVWV�IRU�
WKH�ODVW�\HDU�DQG�DSSUHFLDWH�KLV�
ambitious plans and zeal for doing 
all the work himself.

The story is a blow by blow of 
%LOO�6PLWK·V�MRXUQH\�IURP�QHZ�
��·�&RPPDQGHU�RZQHU��WKURXJK�
the ups, downs, and all the way 
WR�VSODVK���2QH�YHU\�FRQVLVWHQW�
WKHPH�LV�WKDW���IURP�UHDGLQJ�KLV�
¶JRRG�RO·�ER\·�KXPEOH�SRVWV���
\RX·G�QHYHU�NQRZ�WKH�H[WHQW�
RI�KLV�WDOHQW��H[SHULHQFH�DQG�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV���XQWLO�QRZ��
 
This amazing story is brought 
WR�\RX�E\�'LFN�0RUODQG��ZKR�
LQWHUYLHZHG�%LOO��JDWKHUHG�DOO�KLV�
posts and organized them in one 

SODFH���,W·V�D�IXQ�UHDG��KRSH�\RX�
enjoy it.

,·P�YHU\�SURXG�RI�WKH�QH[W�IHDWXUH���
7KH�ÀUVW�SDUW�RI�P\�LQWHUYLHZ�
with Fred Hudson, Chief Stylist 
RI�WKH�RULJLQDO���·�([SUHVV���$�
FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�DJR��,�VSHQW�D�
ZHHNHQG�ÀOPLQJ�KLP�EXW�RQO\�
XVHG�DERXW����PLQXWHV�RI�WKH�
KRXUV�RI�IRRWDJH���,·YH�GHFLGHG�WR�
LQFOXGH�WKH�HQWLUH�LQWHUYLHZ�LQ�WKH�
QH[W�IHZ�LVVXHV�RI�67</('���7KLV�
LVVXH·V�FRYHU�DUW�LV�D�SKRWRJUDSK�
RI�)UHG�+XGVRQ·V�FRS\�RI�WKH���·�
shop drawing. The photo was 
taken in Fred’s home studio that 
was swimming with renderings of 
years of automotive renderings, 
boat designs and memories.  

7KLV�ZDV�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�WKDW�,�ZLOO�
never forget and I’m proud to be 
VKDULQJ�LW�ZRUG�IRU�ZRUG�ZLWK�
you.

$QG��%ULDQ�%DUWRQ�JLYHV�XV�D�
UHFDS�RI�WKH�´&RPPDQGHUYRXVµ�
and Clyde Caron provides some 
great photos.
 

Whitney Pillsbury
PR Chair
�������·�
)$$���������)

From the 
editor

rendezvouS2012
“CommanderS in tHe d”  
$XJXVW���²���������

:KHUH���.HDQ·V�0DULQD��'HWURLW��0,
Known the world over for hosting 
*0��)RUG��&KU\VOHU�DQG�EHLQJ�WKH�
ELUWKSODFH�RI�0RWRZQ��'HWURLW�ZLOO�

QRZ�KRVW�7KH�&KULV�&UDIW�&RPPDQGHU�
&OXE·V������5HQGH]YRXV�

:LWK�VR�PDQ\�ORFDO�&RPPDQGHUV�DQG�
members in the area, this rendezvous 
is sure to be one of the best yet.  We 
ORRN�IRUZDUG�WR�VHHLQJ�QHZ�IDFHV�DQG�
old friends at the event.

.HDQ·V��KWWS���NHDQVPDULQD�FRP�
DQG�IDFHERRN�FRP�NHDQVPDULQD��
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By Brian Barton 
with photos by Clyde Caron

 The summer was passing by. 
All of July was spent on the hard with 
repairs to our Commander. When 
6KHOO\�DQG�,�ODXQFKHG�ZH�ZDQWHG�WR�
DFWXDOO\�XVH�WKDW�ERDW��:H�VWDUWHG�
ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�FDOHQGDU�DQG�WKH�$LU�
6KRZ�ZDV�MXVW�DURXQG�WKH�FRUQHU��:H�
GLVFXVVHG�LW�FRXOG�EH�D�ORW�PRUH�IXQ�
if we invite some other Commanders 
to join us. I made a post to CCCC. 
There were a few responses but almost 
everyone was 
busy. There 
ZHUH���%RDWV�
that showed 
that day, Jeff 
%URZQ��&UDLJ�
H. and us. We 
WRXUHG�HDFK�
other’s vessels 
and mostly 
hung out in the 
water enjoying 
the day. 
 The 
talk turned 
WR�D�VHFRQG�
gathering, Jeff 
ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�
to bring it up. 
There were a 
few different 
ORFDWLRQV�EURXJKW�XS�ZLWK�0HWUR�
%HDFK�EHLQJ�WKH�PRVW�FRQYHQLHQW�
It was the end of August and time 
to make a post to the CCCC for one 
ÀQDO�VXPPHU�JDWKHULQJ��2QH�RI�WKH�
ÀUVW�WR�UHVSRQG�ZDV�&O\GH�&DURQ��
He suggested that we gather at the 
$OJRQDF�+DUERXU�&OXE��:H�WDONHG�RQ�
WKH�SKRQH�DQG�KH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�KLV�
boat was injured and would not be 
able to travel and he wanted to be a 
part of this gathering.   
 The other reason he wanted 
WR�XVH�$+&�ZDV�LW�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�
VLJQLÀFDQFH�RI�$+&��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�
ELUWK�SODFH�RI�&KULV�&UDIW�DQG�PDQ\�

members like going there. I thought 
LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�QLFH�ULGH�XS�WKH�ULYHU�
as well. We talked quite a while that 
evening mostly boats and some history 
of the CCCC. I ended up asking Clyde 
LI�ZH�GR�FRPH�WR�$+&�ZRXOG�KH�KHOS�
with the event. Without hesitation the 
partnership was formed. What where 
we getting ourselves into?  Work and 
IXQ��RU�IXQ�DQG�ZRUN��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�WKLV�
EH"�:H�VSOLW�XS�GXWLHV�TXLFNO\��&O\GH�
ZRXOG�KDQGOH�WKH�&OXE�DQG�IDFLOLWLHV��,�
would handle the members, email and 
WKH�PHQX��/HW�WKH�IXQ�EHJLQ��&O\GH�

FRQWDFWHG�3HWH�IURP�$+&�DQG�VHW�
WKH�GRFN�IHH��:H�DOVR�VHW�WKH�GDWH�IRU�
6HSWHPEHU�����������$�SRVW�ZDV�PDGH�
to the CCCC inviting everyone to a 
SRWOXFN�GLQQHU�DQG�D�ZHHNHQG�DW�WKH�
KLVWRULFDO�$OJRQDF�+DUERXU�&OXE�
� 7KH�HPDLOV�VWDUWHG�FRPLQJ�LQ�
showing an interest in our gathering. 
After Clyde and I spoke again I 
felt that another post was needed to 
keep this at the top of the list on the 
CCCC. We talked about dinner plans 
DQG�RWKHU�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�HQMR\��,Q�WKH�
end we wanted this to be a simple 
XQFRPSOLFDWHG�HYHQW��$+&�PDGH�DQ�
RIIHU�WR�VKXWWOH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�$OJRQDF�

to see the Garwood museum and the 
RWKHU�KLVWRULFDO�VLWHV�RI�WKH�ERDWLQJ�
ULFK�FRPPXQLW\��'LQQHU�ZDV�HDV\��
&O\GH�WKRXJKW�D�SRWOXFN�ZRXOG�ZRUN�
DQG�,�FRQFXUUHG��6R�DQRWKHU�SRVW�ZDV�
made this time a good ole summer 
%%4�PHQX�OLVW�DVNLQJ�WKH�PHPEHUV�WR�
bring their best!
 After a few days, Clyde and I 
spoke again and we estimated that we 
FRXOG�VHH�PD\EH����9HVVHOV�DQG�DERXW�
���&RPPDQGHULWHV��+H�ZDV�VKDNLQJ�
the bush at this end and was starting 
D�URVWHU��,�KDG�UHFHLYHG�D�IHZ�PRUH�

HPDLOV�DQG�FDOOV��-HII�
%URZQ�FRQWDFWHG�
me and suggested 
that we email the 
members at large 
so everyone would 
have the opportunity 
to share in the fun. 
This email was a 
great idea! I promptly 
put together a list of 
ORFDO�PHPEHUV�WKDW�
FRXOG�GULYH�RU�DUULYH�
by Commander. The 
response and interest 
almost doubled. 
,�HYHQ�UHFHLYHG�
D�IHZ�FDOOV�IURP�
Commander Owners 
that never heard of 
WKH�FOXE��)ULHQGV�

were emailing friends. 
 Clyde and I talked a lot during 
WKH�ODVW�ZHHN��(DFK�RI�XV�ZRXOG�UXQ�
through what we were doing and 
GRXEOH�FKHFNLQJ�HDFK�RWKHU�VR�ZH�GLG�
not forget something. Clyde and I were 
TXLWH�H[FLWHG��7KH�OLVW�ZDV�JURZLQJ�
and our new estimate of attending 
&RPPDQGHUV�ZDV�XS�WR����DQG�������
people. This was turning into a good 
VL]HG�JDWKHULQJ��7KH�ZHDWKHU�IRUHFDVW�
ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�FRRO�DQG�FOHDU�DV�
ÀQDO�SUHSDUDWLRQV�ZKHUH�FRPSOHWHG��
7KHUH�ZDV�D�ORW�RI�H[FLWHPHQW�FRPLQJ�
IURP�HYHU\RQH��:H�QDPHG�WKLV�VSHFLDO�
event: “The Commandervous.” 

What a 
CommandervouS!

A spectacular turnout for a two week notice! 18 Commanders an over 70 attendees, 
(over 40 CCCC members)
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 Shelly and I traveled up the 
&OLQWRQ�5LYHU�LQ�RXU���·�6HGDQ��7KH�
sun was shining and visibility was 
RXWVWDQGLQJ�DV�ZH�HQWHUHG�/DNH�6W��
&ODLU��$QRWKHU�EHDXWLIXO�WULS�DFURVV�
the lake was in store. The sun started 
GURSSLQJ�DQG�WKH�DLU�FRROHG�IDVW��2XU�
MDFNHWV�JRW�]LSSHG�EXW�ZH�UHIXVHG�WR�
leave the bridge. The trip up the North 
Channel is always a great time. It has 
VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�EHDXWLIXO�VFHQHU\�
around. We enjoyed an amazing 
sunset.
� $V�ZH�DSSURDFKHG�$OJRQDF�ZH�
HQFRXQWHUHG�WKH�WHOO�WDOH�IHUU\�FURVVLQJ��
We arrived at the harbour in no time 
DQG�,�FDOOHG�&O\GH��+H�ZDV�ZDLWLQJ�DW�
WKH�GRFNV�WR�KHOS�XV�ORFDWH�RXU�VOLS��
,�ÀQDOO\�PHW�&O\GH�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��
$V�,�ORRNHG�DURXQG�,�FRXOG�VHH�KH�KDG�
EHHQ�EXV\�VHWWLQJ�XS�FDQRSLHV�DQG�
arranging tables. Clyde and his family 
GLG�D�JUHDW�MRE�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�ORJLVWLFDO�
arrangements. There where several 
ERDWV�DOUHDG\�DW�WKH�$OJRQDF�+DUERXU�
Club. We met several people and I 
kept looking at )/2<'·6�)$17$6< 
and thinking “I know this boat.” It 
was a beautifully maintained 35’ hard 
top. This is my personal favorite; 
WKH�VW\OLQJ�MXVW�ÁRDWV�P\�ERDW«�,�
ZDV�LQWURGXFHG�WR�)OR\G�DQG�KH�DOVR�
looked very familiar. After talking 
IRU�D�ZKLOH�WKH�OLJKWV�FDPH�RQ�DQG�
I realized where I met Floyd. The 
SUHYLRXV�IDOO�ZH�ZHUH�ERWK�LQVSHFWLQJ�
the 7(0�7$�6+81·6 when she was 

for sale. Almost a year later we both 
got great vessels and were enjoying 
WKH�&RPPDQGHUYRXV��$�FRXSOH�PRUH�
boats arrived and it was time to 
retire. The weather took a turn for the 
ZRUVH�DQG�ZDV�FRRO�ZLWK�D�EUHH]H�DQG�
gloomy.
 Rise and Shine! The morning 
ZDV�D�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZHDWKHU��
it looked like it was going to rain. 
(YHU\RQH�VWDUWHG�WKH�PRUQLQJ�QLFH�DQG�
easy. The boats started to arrive and 
WKH�ZHDWKHU�EURNH��0DQ\�RI�XV�VSHQW�
some time washing and drying our 
Commanders. The sun was warming it 
XS�DQG�WKH�DFWLYLW\�LQFUHDVHG��7KLV�GD\�
ZDV�WUXO\�D�EOXU�RI�DFWLYLW\��:H�HQGHG�
XS�ZLWK����ERDWV�DQG�WRR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�
WR�FRXQW��:H�DOVR�KDG�RXU�VKDUH�RI�
*ROGHQ�5HWULHYHUV��0DUN�DQG�'HQLVH�
had their 2, Shelly and I had ours. 
'LFN�DQG�3DWW\�0RUODQG�PDGH�WKH�
WULS�DQG�EURXJKW�4XHHQLH�DQG�%DLOH\��
This is our attempt to get all the goofy 
GRJV�OLQHG�XS�IRU�D�SLFWXUH��(YHU\RQH�
FRRSHUDWHG�H[FHSW�IRU�%DLOH\��

� ,�FDQQRW�UHPHPEHU�DOO�WKH�
people I met that day. The vessels 
DOO�OLQHG�XS�ORRNHG�VSHFWDFXODU��&DQ�
you tell I had never been to one of 
WKHVH���,�FDQ�RQO\�LPDJLQH�ZKDW�D�IXOO�
blown Commander Club Rendezvous 
would be like. The day passed rather 
TXLFNO\�DQG�LW�ZDV�WLPH�IRU�GLQQHU��
Everyone helped setting up for the 
IHDVW��%HIRUH�ZH�RSHQHG�XS�WKH�EXIIHW�
everyone there all lined up for a group 
SKRWRJUDSK��0U��0RUODQG�ZDV�DVNHG�
to offer a blessing and we bowed our 
KHDGV�LQ�WKDQNV���/HW·V�HDW��7KH�IRRG�
ZDV�DV�JRRG�DV�WKH�GD\��/LIH�ZDV�JRRG�
DQG�RXU�EHOOLHV�ZHUH�IXOO�RI�ÀQH�ROG�
fashion food. 
 After dinner there was more 
ERDW�JRJJOLQJ��PRUH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�RQ�
WLSV��WULFNV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�VKDULQJ��$V�
WKH�VXQ�VHWWOHG�WKDW�HYHQLQJ�WKH�DFWLYLW\�
UHOD[HG�DQG�D�IHZ�RI�XV�HQGHG�XS�
VLWWLQJ�LQ�D�FLUFOH�WHOOLQJ�VWRULHV��6RPH�
of the others went into the restaurant 
WR�KDYH�D�IHZ�GULQNV�DQG�ZDWFK�WKH�
ÀJKW�RQ�339��,W�ZDV�WLPH�WR�UHWLUH�IRU�
WKH�HYHQLQJ��WKH�ZHDWKHU�KDG�FRROHG�RI�
quite a bit.
 Sunday morning the dew 
was heavy and the Commanderites 
started moving. Clyde and I were 
H[FKDQJLQJ�SLFWXUHV�RYHU�FRIIHH��7KH�
Commandervous was almost over and 
was slowly being dismantled. The 
Commanders started to leave one by 
one. Nearly every ones last word were: 
´,W�ZDV�QLFH�PHHWLQJ�\RX�DQG�,·OO�VHH�
\RX�DW�WKH�QH[W�UHQGH]YRXV�µ
 Our gathering also won the 
&RPPDQGHU�&OXE·V�5HJLRQDO�5DIW�
XS�FRQWHVW�DQG�HDFK�RI�WKH�FDSWDLQV�
UHFHLYHG�D�&KULV�&UDIW�&RPPDQGHU�
Club “Styled in Fiberglass” tote bag, 
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�QLFH�ERQXV�

%ULDQ�%DUWRQ
)'$��������5
7(0�7$�6+81·6 

CHRIS-CRAFTS RETURN HOME: A great gathering at an historic location.
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%\�'LFN�0RUODQG

Over the years Commander Club 
members have been witness to many 
great Commander restorations.  
These have run the gamut from the 
smaller Commanders to very large 
&RPPDQGHUV���0RVW�RI�WKHP�KDYH�
at one point had some professional 
KHOS��RU�LQ�IDFW�ZHUH�GRQH�FRPSOHWHO\�
by the pros.  There have been a few 
done almost entirely by the owner, but 
these are few and far between, and 
have been done by younger members 
LQ�WKHLU�SK\VLFDO�SULPH���$�FRPSOHWH�
rehab on one of these old girls is a 
daunting task indeed.

&OXE�PHPEHU�%LOO�6PLWK�RI�
:LQFKHVWHU��71�MXVW�UHFHQWO\�ODXQFKHG�
2·7DZDQGD��KLV���������IRRW�VHGDQ���
%HIRUH�ZH�JR�LQWR�WKH�UHDO�VWRU\��D�OLWWOH�
EDFNJURXQG�RQ�%LOO�KHOSV�SXW�WKLQJV�LQ�
SHUVSHFWLYH�

%LOO�KDV�EHHQ�PDUULHG�WR�KLV�ZLIH�-XG\�
�D�VDLQW��IRU����\HDUV���+H·V�FXUUHQWO\�
���\HDUV�ROG�ZLWK�D����\HDU�KLVWRU\�
of heart problems.  He’s had 6 heart 
DWWDFNV��SOXV�DQ�RSHQ�KHDUW�VXUJHU\�LQ�
������+H�KDG���VWHQWV�SXW�LQ�GXULQJ�
WKH���\HDU�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�KLV�����SOXV�
just after the Huron Rendezvous 
LQ������KH�KDG�VRPH�´WXQH�XSµ�RQ�
KLV�SDFHPDNHU�SOXV�D�GHÀEULOODWRU�
ZDV�LQVWDOOHG���$V�%LOO�VD\V��KH·V�JRW�
´HOHFWURQLF�LJQLWLRQ�ZLWK�D�EDFNXS�µ

$V�WR�SURIHVVLRQDO�EDFNJURXQG��LQ�KLV�
early days he was a state trooper for 
���\HDUV���6RPHZKHUH�LQ�WKLV�WLPH�
IUDPH�KH�SLFNHG�XS�VRPH�FDUSHQWU\�
VNLOOV��ZKLFK�OHG�KLP�WR�VWDUW�GRLQJ�
small odd jobs on the side till one day 
D�FXVWRPHU�DVNHG�KLP�WR�EXLOG�KLP�D�
KRXVH��ZKLFK�%LOO�GLG���7KLV�OHG�WR�KLV�
ÀQDO�SURIHVVLRQ��KRPH�EXLOGHU�

)DVW�IRUZDUG�WR��������%LOO�ZDV�VHPL�

retired, a sprightly 71 years young, 
and was looking for something to keep 
KLP�RXW�RI�PLVFKLHI���$OWKRXJK�KH�
already had a 23 foot John Allmand 
LQ�WKH�EDFN\DUG��KH�IRXQG�RQ�H%D\�
D������&KULV�&UDIW�&DWDOLQD�WKDW�
had been sunk in one of the Florida 
KXUULFDQHV���7KLV�ZDV�D�WRWDO�SURMHFW�
ERDW��VR�RI�FRXUVH�%LOO�ERXJKW�LW��KDG�LW�
trailered to his home and began a two 
year restoration.  

$IWHU�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�&DWDOLQD��LQ�
2FWREHU�RI������KH�ZDV�MXVW�´FDVXDOO\�
VXUÀQJ�WKH�QHWµ��H%D\��ZKHQ�KH�
FDPH�XSRQ�KLV����&RPPDQGHU�6HGDQ�
)O\EULGJH��ZKLFK�ZDV�ORFDWHG�LQ�'HDO��
0'���7KH�VHOOHU�VDLG�LW�KDG�QR�HQJLQHV�
and was partially stripped inside.  
This seller was a Ford automobile 
enthusiast who had bought the boat 
IURP�VRPHRQH�LQ�%RVWRQ�ZKR�KDG�
started an interior restoration by 
stripping everything, and then just 

Just another
reStoration...
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quit.  The Ford enthusiast who wanted 
the 427 engines bought the boat and 
removed engines, props, and just about 
DQ\WKLQJ�PHFKDQLFDO�WKDW�KDG�DQ\�
YDOXH��%LOO�ERXJKW�WKLV�ERDW�IURP�WKLV�
RZQHU��VLJKW�XQVHHQ��IRU��������$W�WKLV�
WLPH�%LOO�KDG�RQO\�VHHQ�RQH�H[WHULRU�
SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�ERDW���%LOO�NQHZ�KH�KDG�
WR�JR�QRUWK�WR�'HDO��0'�WR�SUHSDUH�WKH�
ERDW�IRU�URDG�WUDYHO��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�
UHPRYLQJ�WKH�Á\EULGJH���,Q�WKH�WUXH�
VSLULW�RI�D�GR�LW�\RXUVHOIHU��RQ�KLV�
ZD\�QRUWK��%LOO�VWRSSHG�LQ�9LUJLQLD�
DQG�WRRN�D�WHVW�WR�JHW�FHUWLÀHG�IRU�
RYHUVL]H�ORDG�HVFRUW��WKXV�VDYLQJ�KLP�
some money on the trip home, where 
LQGHHG�KH�ZDV�WKH�HVFRUW���+LV�SUHYLRXV�
VWDWH�WURRSHU�H[SHULHQFH�KHOSHG�LQ�
WKLV�HQGHDYRU��DQG�KH�JRW�KLV�HVFRUW�
FHUWLÀFDWLRQ���(YHQ�ZLWK�%LOO�SURYLGLQJ�
HVFRUW��WKH�����PLOH�WULS�KRPH�FRVW���
WLPHV�DV�PXFK�DV�KH�SDLG�IRU�WKH�ERDW�
itself.

$IWHU�HVFRUWLQJ�KLV�QHZ�EDE\�KRPH�
KH�KDG�WR�KLUH�D�ODUJH�K\GUR�FUDQH�
WR�RII�ORDG�WKH�ERDW�LQWR�KLV�EDFN�
\DUG���7KLV�ZDVQ·W�WRR�GLIÀFXOW�DV�WKH�
boat was pretty light at this point, 
having virtually being stripped of 
DOO�PHFKDQLFDOV���$IWHU�WKH�ERDW�ZDV�
XQORDGHG�	�SURSHUO\�EORFNHG��ZLIH�
-XG\�FDVXDOO\�UHPLQGHG�KLP�KH�VWLOO�
had both the John Allmand and the 
Catalina and really didn’t need any 
more boats!  At that point 51 years of 
H[SHULHQFH�ZLWK�%LOO��SOXV�WUXH�ORYH�
prevailed and the restoration began.  
%LOO�EXLOW�D�SHUPDQHQW�VHW�RI�VWHSV�WR�
IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�WKRXVDQGV�RI�WULSV�XS�
	�GRZQ�KH�ZRXOG�PDNH�LQ�WKH�QH[W�
��\HDUV���&ORVH�LQVSHFWLRQ�UHYHDOHG�
HPSW\�ELOJHV�H[FHSW�IRU�D�WRWDOO\�MXQN�
generator, no pumps anywhere in 
the boat, no AC’s, no reefer, stove, 
RYHQ��HWF���7KH�ERDW�KDG�QR�KHDGOLQHU�
anywhere, the genuine mahogany 
interior was badly stained for water 
ingress over the years, & everything 
LQ�WKH�9�EHUWK�	�KHDG�KDG�EHHQ�WRWDOO\�
stripped & removed.  
The toe rails were a disaster, as was 
WKH�JHOFRDW�RQ�WKH�HQWLUH�ERDW���7KH�
EULGJH�VHDWV�FROODSVHG�LQWR�D�SLOH�RI�
rubble during removal.  The wood 
on the bridge, and the wood panels 
around the sliding glass doors were 
FRPSOHWHO\�GU\�URWWHG���,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��
just your run of the mill restoration for 
D�GR�LW�\RXUVHOIHU�

%LOO�EHJDQ�E\�¶VXUÀQJ�WKH�QHWµ�
for information on this boat and 
immediately found the Commander 
&OXE��ZKLFK�KH�LPPHGLDWHO\�MRLQHG�
DQG�EHJDQ�DVNLQJ�WHFKQLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�
and posting progress reports on the 
ERDW���+LV�ÀUVW�SRVWV�FRPPHQFHG�LQ�
������WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�DQ�DOPRVW���
year odyssey. At this point we should 
mention that save for one $25 labor 
H[SHQGLWXUH��PRUH�RQ�WKLV�ODWHU��DQG�
VRPH�KHOS�IURP�KLV�VRQ�6FRWW�LQVWDOOLQJ�
the engines and doing the spraying 
GXULQJ�WKH�UH�JHOFRDWLQJ��%LOO�GLG�
everything himself, right down to & 
LQFOXGLQJ�XSKROVWHU\���+H�EHJDQ�E\�

ÀQGLQJ�RQ�H%D\�D�SDLU�RI�&UXVDGHU�
HQJLQHV�ORFDWHG�LQ�2KLR���1H[W�FDPH�
D�SDLU�RI�9HOYHW�'ULYH�WUDQVPLVVLRQV��
DJDLQ�IURP�H%D\���:LWK�VRPH�KHOS�
IURP�VRQ�6FRWW��WKH�HQJLQHV�DQG�
transmissions were sitting in the 
SURSHU�SODFH��DW�WKH�SURSHU�DQJOH�RQ�
QHZO\�PRGLÀHG�HQJLQH�VWULQJHUV���
During the ensuing 2 ½ years, some of 
WKH�SURMHFWV�LQFOXGHG�

��1HZ�ELOJH�SXPSV��$&�XQLWV��$&�
pumps.
��)DEULFDWH�	�LQVWDOO�FRPSOHWH�KHDG��
WRLOHW��KROGLQJ�WDQN��VKRZHU��FDELQHWV��
YDQLW\�	�FRXQWHU�WRS�ZLWK�EDVLQ�
��1HZ�FRXQWHU�WRS�IRU�JDOOH\��SOXV�
new basin, stove/range/oven, and 
refrigerator

��6WULSSLQJ�DQG�UHÀQLVKLQJ�RI�DOO�
H[LVWLQJ�LQWHULRU�ZRRG�VXUIDFHV
��1HZ�KHDGOLQHUV��ERWK�FDELQ�	�
wheelhouse.
��+DUGZRRG�VROH�IRU�ORZHU�FDELQ�	�
9�EHUWK�
��$OO�QHZ�OLJKWLQJ�À[WXUHV�
��5H�JHOFRDW�WKH�HQWLUH�ERDW��QRW�MXVW�
the hullsides & transom.
��,QVWDOO�QHZ�K\GUDXOLF�VWHHULQJ�
system.
��)DEULFDWH��LQVWDOO�	�YDUQLVK�DOO�QHZ�
toe rails.
��5H�FKURPH�DOPRVW�DOO�H[WHULRU�ÀWWLQJV�
& metal parts.
��&RPSOHWH�UHEXLOG�RI�EULGJH��$OO�QHZ�

ZRRG�SDUWV��QHZ�LQVWUXPHQWV��UH�
JHOFRDW��	�QHZ�VHDWV�
��1HZ��XVHG��JHQHUDWRU��

$OWKRXJK�%LOO�FODLPV�QRW�WR�EH�D�
PHFKDQLF��D�IULHQG�JDYH�KLP�D�����
Onan that had been sitting outside 
IRU���\HDUV���%LOO�GLVDVVHPEOHG�LW�DQG�
WRRN�LW�WR�D�PDFKLQH�VKRS�ZKHUH�WKH\�
ERUHG�	�VOHHYHG�RQH�UXVW\�F\OLQGHU���
%LOO�UHDVVHPEOHG��DQG�DIWHU�RQH�PLQRU�
mishap with a gasket missing an oil 
KROH��LW�UXQV�SHUIHFWO\�

��)DEULFDWH���LQVWDOO�SXOSLW�IRU�DQFKRU�
DQG�LQVWDOO�QHZ�HOHFWULF�DQFKRU�
windlass.
During some times in winter when 
WKH�ZHDWKHU�NHSW�KLP�LQVLGH��%LOO�

“ROUGHING IN THE BOW”: Bill’s work on his bow���IDU�ÀQHU�WKDQ�KH�GHVFULEHV�LW�
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built all of the furniture in the boat 
LQFOXGLQJ�UHEXLOGLQJ�	�XSKROVWHULQJ�
D�ZKHHOKRXVH�EDUUHO�EDFN�FKDLU���
7KLV�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�D�VOLFN�GURS�OHDI�
FRIIHH�WDEOH�WKDW�H[SDQGV�DQG�UDLVHV�
into a dining table.  He also built 
DQG�XSKROVWHUHG�WKH�FRXFK�LQ�WKH�
ZKHHOKRXVH�WKDW�H[SDQGV�LQWR�D�GRXEOH�
EHG���:LQWHU�SURMHFWV�DOVR�LQFOXGHG�
lamps for the boat, plus another end 
table for the wheelhouse.

��)DEULFDWH�	�XSKROVWHU�DOO�QHZ�
FXVKLRQV�IRU�9�EHUWK��ORZHU�FDELQ��DQG�
ZKHHOKRXVH�FRXFK�
��&RPSOHWH�UHEXLOG�RI�ZKHHOKRXVH�
VOLGLQJ�GRRU�DVVHPEO\��LQFOXGLQJ�DOO�
new wood panels surrounding the 
doors.

:H�FRXOG�JR�RQ�	�RQ��EXW�\RX�JHW�
WKH�LGHD���7KH�RQO\�ODERU�FKDUJH�%LOO�
LQFXUUHG�RQ�WKH�ERDW�ZDV�ODERU�WR�
UHSODFH�WKH�IXHO�WDQN�ÀOO�KRVHV��2Q�D�
��·�VHGDQ��LQ�RUGHU�WR�JHW�DW�WKHVH��\RX�
have to be 6 feet tall, weigh about 
���OEV��DQG�KDYH�YHU\�ORQJ�DUPV��

QHWKHU�RI�ZKLFK�GHVFULEHV�%LOO�RU�VRQ�
6FRWW��$�ORFDO�´EHDQSROHµ�PDQDJHG�WR�
UHDFK�DQG�UHSODFH�WKHP�IRU�����

$V�IDOO�RI������DSSURDFKHG��
O’TAWANDA�ZDV�ÀQDOO\�DOPRVW�
UHDG\�IRU�ODXQFK���7KLV�LQYROYHG�KLULQJ�
D����WRQ�K\GUR�FUDQH�DQG�JHWWLQJ�KLV�
EXGG\�ZKR�RZQHG�D�VHPL�WUDFWRU�DQG�
ORZ�ER\�WUDLOHU�RYHU�WR�WKH�KRXVH���%LOO�
GHVFULEHV�LW�EHVW�LQ�VRPH�RI�KLV�SRVWV�WR�
WKH�FOXE�

7/18/2011 -- “Well the Old Gal is done 

RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH���$OO�,�OLNH�WR�GR�QRZ�LV�
some small stuff on the inside, getting 

A/C compressor replaced as well as 

carpet for the salon area.  Boy it’s 

been  a long time getting this far but 

now have to get ready for transport 

DQG�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�D�ELJ�GHDO�DV�,�QHHG�
a heavy crane come out and load it 

as well as the travel lift to get it off 

the trailer and into the water. Lots 

RI�FRVWO\�LWHPV���+D���*XHVV�WKDW�LV�
boating.”

10/27/2011 -- “Well at last we got 

the Old Gal loaded and ready for 

WUDQVSRUW�WR�WKH�ULYHU���+DYLQJ�VRPH�
problems with the trailer she is on and 

those will have to be addressed prior 

to hauling.  When the trailer came on 

to the lot to get the boat he drug the 

air bleeders off the air tanks for the 

WUDLOHU�VR�QR�EUDNHV���*HH�ZH�GR�QHHG�

EUDNHV�WR�FURVV�0RQWHDJOH�0RXQWDLQ���
Will be a few days delay to get that 

À[HG�DQG�DIWHU�ORDGLQJ�ZH�GHWHUPLQHG�
the boat had gained considerable 

weight during the restoration and the 

WUDLOHU�KDG�D�OLWWOH�WRR�PXFK�ÁH[�VR�
that must be addressed also.” 

* Editors note – this involved two days 
of welding on the trailer, with the boat 
RQ�WKH�WUDLOHU��WR�UHLQIRUFH�WKH�ÀIWK�
ZKHHO�GHFN�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�WUDLOHU�
GHFN�

11/04/2011 -- “Well we got the trucks 

ready with the wide load signs and 

ready to hook up to the trailer with the 

���ORDGHG�RQ�LW���,�FDOOHG�WKH�PDULQD�WR�
give them some lee way as to when we 

were coming and make to make sure 

the travel lift was available to unload 

upon when we got to the marina.  Well, 

the manager said the lift was tied up 

all day today due to a boat sinking in 

WKH�PDULQD�ODVW�QLJKW���6HHPV�OLNH�,�
ZLOO�QHYHU�JHW�KHU�ERWWRP�ZHW����+D�2K�
well another day won’t really matter 

as she has been on dry land for 3 

\HDUV�SOXV�VHYHUDO�EHIRUH�,�JRW�KHU�
The marina was really questioning 

about the hull??  They won’t allow any 

more woodies. We will be on the way 

in the morning as we can pull wide 

load till 12 noon on Saturday.

11/06/2011 – “Well we made it to 

the marina and they still had the 

FREE TIME.  Bill saw a similar table online for $1100.00 and decided to make one.

NEW HEAD Bill’s work rebuilding his 

head caught the Club’s attention.

STEPS: %LOO�EXLOW�VWHSV�QH[W�WR�WKH�ERDW�WR�
make the many trips onboard easier.
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VXQNHQ�+RXVH�%RDW�LQ�WKH�VOLQJV�RI�WKH�
WUDYHO�OLIW���,�VSRNH�ZLWK�WKH�WUDYHO�OLIW�
operator and he said they didn’t have 

DQ\�EORFNV�WR�VHW�WKH�ERDW�RQ�VR�KHUH�,�
sit with the boat and no lift available.  

After a lot of discussions, some not 

WRR�NLQG��,�KDSSHQHG�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�
WKH�EORFNV�,�KDG�KHUH�DW�WKH�KRXVH�DQG�
WKHQ�WKRXJKW�RI�D�VDZPLOO�RSHUDWRU�,�
know as well.  The truck and trailer 

JX\V�NQRZ�WKH�VDZPLOO�PDQ�DOVR���,�
suggested we call him as he has a mill 

MXVW�RII�WKH�,QWHUVWDWH��6R�ZH�FDOOHG�
him and he told us he had a mill lots 

FORVHU�WR�XV�WKDQ�WKH�RQH�PHQWLRQHG���,�
jumped in the truck and went for the 

blocks as they were about 20 miles 

DZD\�IURP�WKH�PDULQD���:H�ÀQDOO\�JRW�
into the water at 4PM.

Problem #2 – “Neither transmission 

would do anything, no forward or 

UHYHUVH��127+,1*����+DG�WR�JHW�D�
friend on my slip row to tow us to the 

slip which went well.  Got into our slip 

and noticed the shaft packing glands 

leaking badly.  After tightening them 

down that leak stopped and thought 

all was well.  All my helpers, son and 

truck driver had gone.  Everyone in 

the marina coming to see the boat 

even people who were staying on the 

cabins came for an inspection.

Well got the inspections over with and 

decide to look in the bilge for water 

FKHFN���7KHUH�ZDV�PRUH�ZDWHU�WKDW�,�
OLNH�WKHUH�VR�,�VSHQW�ELJ�SDUW�RI�WKH�
QLJKW�ORRNLQJ�IRU�WKH�OHDN���,�FORVHG�
all sea cocks, etc checked strainers, 

packing glands, rudders, old thru 

KROHV�WKDW�,�KDG�ÀOOHG�DQG�FRXOGQ·W�ÀQG�
the leak.  

7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZKHQ�GD\OLJKW�FDPH�,�
continued my search and found the 

OHDN��,W�LV�OHDNLQJ�HLWKHU�IURP�WKH�EDVH�
RI�WKH�ÀEHUJODVV�VKDIW�ORJ�WKDW�WKH�KRVH�
ÀWV�RQ�RU�,�KDYH�WKH�KRVH�WR�IDU�GRZQ�
on the log in some rough stuff and 

tightening the hose clamps seems to 

slow it but never stopped completely.  

,�KDYH���ELOJH�SXPSV�DQG�RQH�KDG�ORVW�
its ground and the other switch was 

EDG�VR�,�VSHQW�WKH�GD\�PDNLQJ�VXUH�,�
KDG�SXPSV�WKDW�ZRXOG�ZRUN���:KHQ�,�
left the boat all was good with pumps 

working, etc and the leak slowed a lot 

VR�,�KDYH�D�IULHQG�DW�WKH�GRFN�ZKR�ZLOO�
check on her.

Dick Morland visiting and viewing Bill’s great work.

The previous owner had gutted the v-berth, Bill replaced it.

Bill and Dick on his visit last summer.
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7KURXJK�DOO�WKLV�,�QHYHU�PDGH�WKH�
ÀUVW�SKRWR��,�ZDV�VR�EXV\�QHYHU�
even thought about photos it was a 

very busy day in the life of this old 

'XGH���

No Problems with the trailer and 

KHLJKW��µ

�����������²´,�GLGQ·W�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�
WLPH�WR�GR�DQ\�WKLQJ�EXW�,�FDOOHG�
D�9HOYHW�'ULYH�UHEXLOG�JX\�ZKR�,�
NQRZ�DQG�KH�VDLG�SUREDEO\�,�KDG�
put the wrong tranny on the wrong 

engine.  Well that will be a lot of 

ODERU�EXW�,�KRSH�WKDW�LV�WKH�FDVH�
because rebuild cost is 1500 to 2 K 

for two trannies.  

,�DP�KHDGHG�IRU�WKH�PDULQD�WKLV�
DIWHUQRRQ�WKH�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�Á\EULGJH�
getting it in the correct position as it is 

just sitting somewhat in place and all 

the railing must be dealt with also.  

:HOO�,�JXHVV�WKLV�LV�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKLV�2OG�
%RDWHU����)XQQ\�WKLQJ�LV�,�GRQ·W�JHW�DOO�
EHQW�RXW�RI�VKDSH�LI�LW�LV�D�SUREOHP��,�
guess it will work out. Don’t look like 

,�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�IDOO�FRORU�FUXLVH�WKLV�
\HDU���,�ZLOO�NHHS�\RX�SRVWHG�RI�WKH�
progress...Bill”

*Editors note: As of this writing, 
O’TAWANDA LV�VLWWLQJ�FRPIRUWDEO\�
LQ�KHU�VOLS�DW�+DOHV�%DU�0DULQD�RQ�
WKH�7HQQHVVHH�5LYHU���%LOO�KDV�\HW�WR�
VZLWFK�WKH�WUDQVPLVVLRQV�DV�ZLQWHU�
LV�DSSURDFKLQJ��HYHQ�LQ�WKH�VRXWK���
SOXV�KH·V�GRLQJ�VRPH�VLGH�FDUSHQWU\�
ZRUN�SOXV�RYHUVL]H�ORDG�HVFRUWLQJ�IRU�
his friend who moved the boat to the 
river!  

Seems like some people just 
don’t understand what the word 
“downshifting” means.

&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�%LOO�RQ�D�PDJQLÀFHQW�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�RI�HSLF�SURSRUWLRQV�

�+PP�����6HHPV�OLNH�,�MXVW�VDZ�D�YHU\�
UHDVRQDEO\�SULFHG����&RPPDQGHU�
SURMHFW�ERDW�GRZQ�LQ�)ORULGD��5XQQLQJ�
IRU�FRYHU�QRZ���,W�ZDV�D�MRNH��-XG\��

Almost every part of the boat received Bill’s attention to detail.
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By Whitney Pillsbury

,Q�0DUFK�RI�������,�ZDV�OXFN\�HQRXJK�
WR�VLW�GRZQ�WR�LQWHUYLHZ�)UHG�+XGVRQ��
-U��DW�KLV�KRPH�LQ�)ORULGD�

Among many industrial design 

DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV��)UHG�GHVLJQHG�
&KULV�&UDIW·V���·�&RPPDQGHU�([SUHVV���
A.W. MacKerer did the bottom, and 

IURP�D�IXOO�OHQJWK�TXDUWHU�IRLO�XS��)UHG�
´6W\OHG�LQ�)LEHUJODVVµ�WKH�ERDW�WKDW�
started this club and inspired many of 

the future Commander designs. This 

ZDV�D�KLJK�SRLQW�RI�)UHG·V�GHVLJQLQJ�
career. 

Scott Anderson, who had maintained 

D�IULHQGVKLS�ZLWK�)UHG��PDGH�
DUUDQJHPHQWV�VR�,�FRXOG�Á\�GRZQ�DQG�
YLVLW�+XGVRQ���,�PDGH�D�VKRUW�ÀOP�IURP�
WKH�IRRWDJH�FDOOHG��+8'621��%<�
/$1'�$1'�6($���,�KRSH�\RX�KDYH�KDG�
a chance to watch it.  The Commander 

Club produced and paid for this entire 

project.

7KH����PLQXWH�ÀOP�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�DW�
http: / /youtu.be/ l tobanQjDtg

%XW�,�IHOW�WKH�KRXUV�RI�IRRWDJH�OHIW�RQ�
WKH�FXWWLQJ�URRP�ÁRRU�GHVHUYHG�DLUWLPH�
and the following is a transcription of 

the interview.  

7KLV�LV�SDUW�RQH��DQG�,�ZLOO�VSUHDG�RXW�
the rest through the following issues.

�������

W: What is your name?
F: What the hell do you want to know 
P\�QDPH�IRU"�0\�QDPH�LV�)UHG�/HQR[�
+XGVRQ�-U«�ZKDW·V�OHIW�RI�KLP�

:��:K\�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DP�,�ÀOPLQJ�
you?
)��,�JXHVV�EHFDXVH�,�KDG�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�
GR�ZLWK�&KULV�&UDIW�

W: What did you have to do with 
&KULV�&UDIW"
)��,�ZDV�WKHLU�ÀUVW�&KLHI�6W\OLVW�VWDUWLQJ�
LQ������WKURXJK�������LQ�KRXVH��WKDW�
is.

:��,I�ZH�FRXOG�MXVW�EDFN�XS�DQG�GR�
WKH�ZKROH���\DUGV���:KDW�ZDV�\RXU�
EDFNJURXQG��KRZ�GLG�\RX�JHW�WKHUH��
ZKDW�GLG�\RX�VWXG\�LQ�VFKRRO"
F: I guess from my earliest memories 
I have always drawn things.  And I 
ORYHG�FDUV�DQG�,�ORYHG�ERDWV���$QG�
P\�GDG�KDG�D�²�ÀUVW�RI�DOO�KH�DOZD\V�
GURYH�%XLFN�&HQWXULHV�ZKLFK�ZHUH�
WKH�URDG�FDU�RI�WKH�����·V���$QG�LQ�
�����KH�ERXJKW�D����IRRW�0DLQH�EXLOW�
FRQYHUWHG�PRWRU�VDLORU�DQG�NHSW�LW�
ZLWK�D�SDUWQHU�LQ�(VVH[��&RQQHFWLFXW���
,�ZHQW�RQ�WR�/RRPLV�6FKRRO��ZKHUH�
my Dad also went, in Windsor, 
&RQQHFWLFXW���(DUQHG�WKH�$UW�3UL]H�
upon graduation.  Went on to Cornell 
LQ�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�$UFKLWHFWXUH�DV�D�

ÀQH�DUWV�PDMRU��$QG�JUDGXDWHG�ZLWK�
%DFKHORU�RI�)LQH�$UWV���$QG�ZDV�WKHUH�
presented with a problem: what the 
hell am I going to do to make a living 
ZLWK�D�%DFKHORU�RI�)LQH�$UWV�

W:  And how old were you then?
F: I was 22 when I graduated from 
Cornell in ‘51.

W: And where did you go from there?
)��:HOO��,�IRXQGHUHG��ÀUVW�RI�DOO��,�JRW�
D�MRE«�DFWXDOO\�ZH�FDQ�VNLS�WKH�MRE�
LQ�&KLFDJR«�ORYHG�WKH�FLW\��KDWHG�
WKH�MRE�DQG�FDPH�EDFN�KRPH���(QGHG�
XS�JHWWLQJ�D�MRE�DW�3DFNDUG�6\UDFXVH�
ZKLFK�ZDV�IRUPDOO\�)RQGD�0RWRUFDU�
FRPSDQ\��VHOOLQJ�FDUV���,Q�WKH�VXPPHU�
RI������,�VSHQW�WKH�HQWLUH�ZHHNHQGV�
and nights in my Dad’s basement 
drawing up a portfolio to take to 
Detroit.  And I did so in September of 
’54.  And got a job and went to work 
WKH�YHU\�QH[W�GD\���+DG�D�OLWWOH�HQWUpH�
WR�-DPHV�1DQFH��ZKR�ZDV�3UHVLGHQW�RI�
3DFNDUG�DW�WKDW�WLPH�WKURXJK�D�JX\�LQ�
6\UDFXVH�QHDU�ZKHUH�,�JUHZ�XS�ZKR�
was the President of Easy Washer 
Company.  So, I sort of went through 
the front door but ended up feeling 
YHU\�JUDWLÀHG�WKDW�,�OLWHUDOO\�VWDUWHG�
ZRUN�WKH�QH[W�GD\���$QG�WKDW�ODVWHG�
WKURXJK������ZKHQ�WKH�XQIRUWXQDWH�
QHZV�FDPH�GRZQ�WKDW�WKH������1HZ�
Car Program was not going to get 
ÀQDQFHG��6R�DW�WKDW�SRLQW��LW�ZDV�D�VDG�
WLPH«�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�ORW�RI�ROGHU�JX\V�
who were just sitting around waiting 
IRU�WKHLU�SHQVLRQV�DQG�ÀQDO�SD\FKHFNV�
WR�FOHDU���,�WRRN�RII�IRU�&DOLIRUQLD�DQG�
JRW�D�MRE�DW�&%6�7HOHYLVLRQ�&HQWHU�
moving bulkheads around.  And then 
FDPH�EDFN�WR�'HWURLW�DQG�ZHQW�WR�
Chrysler Corporation in January of ’57 
and landed in the Imperial Studio as 
&KLHI�6W\OLVW�([WHULRUV���$QG�WKDW�·���
front end up there on the bookshelf is 
RQH�RI�WKH���IURQW�HQGV�,�GLG��·����·���
and ’61.  It’s a ’61 Chrysler Imperial 

Fred Hudson
interview       part I

Early Hudson Sketches
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DQG�WKDW�WLPH�9LUJLO�([QHU�ZDV�WKH�
9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�([WHULRUV��$QG�P\�
immediate boss by the name of Cliff 
9RVV��ZKR�ZH�LUUHYHUHQWO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�
as the ‘Christ Child’ whispered in my 
HDU�WKDW�´([µ�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�VHH�D�IURQW�
HQG�IRU�WKH�,PSHULDO�WKDW�KDG�D�FRIÀQ�
QRVH��JXOO�ZLQJ�IHQGHUV�DQG�ÁRDWLQJ�
headlamps.  I drew the thing up and 
WKH\�SXW�LW�LQWR�SURGXFWLRQ�

W: When you look at that, do you see 
\RXU�VW\OH��\RXU�WRXFK�RQ�WKHUH"
)��<HDK��,�GR��,�FDQ�VHH�WKLQJV�WKDW�,�
think are good form and shapes.  A 
FROOHFWLRQ�RI�GHVLJQ�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�
WKDW�SOHDVH�PH���$Q\KRZ��WR�JR�RQ«

I found myself in the middle at 
&KU\VOHU���7KH�IRUPHU�93�RI�6W\OLQJ�
ZKR�KDG�FRPH�IURP�)RUG��RQH�%LOO�
6FKPLGW�KDG�PRYHG�LQWR�&KU\VOHU�
Corporation and was vying for 
WHUULWRU\�ZLWK�([QHU��7R�WKH�H[WHQW�
WKDW«�

´([µ�KDG�KDG�D�KHDUW�DWWDFN�DQG�
KDG�KLV�DIWHUQRRQ�QDS�DW���R·FORFN��
DQG�6FKPLGW�ZRXOG�VKRZ�XS�RQ�
WKH�GHVLJQ�VWXGLR�ÁRRU�DQG�FKDQJH�
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�KH�FRXOG���,W�ZDV�YHU\�
XQFRPIRUWDEOH���1RW�RQO\�WKDW��,�ZDV�
LWFKLQJ�WR�ZRUN�IRU�P\VHOI���

:��&DQ�\RX�MXVW�SDLQW�D�SLFWXUH�RI�WKLV�
²�LW·V�&KU\VOHU�VW\OLQJ�²�LV�LW�D�FHUWDLQ�
department or what?
)��,W�ZDV�WKH�,PSHULDO�([WHULRU�DQG�
Interior Studio at Chrysler Styling, 
just Imperials.  

W: How many people worked in the 
Imperial Studio?
)��,�WKLQN�ÀUVW�RI�DOO�LW�ZDV�&OLII�

9RVV�ZKR�ZDV�([QHU·V�XQGHUVWXG\��
%LOO�%URZQOLH��ZKR�ZDV�WKH�VWXGLR�
PDQDJHU���0\VHOI�DV�%LOO·V�DVVLVWDQW��
$OODQ�.RUQPLOOHU�FDPH�ODWHU�SOXV�
DERXW���RWKHU�VW\OLVWV�SOXV�DFURVV�WKH�
KDOO�LQ�WKH�FOD\�PRGHOLQJ�VWXGLR�DW�
least a dozen.

:KLOH�,�ZDV�DW�&KU\VOHU��LQ�������WKHUH�
ZDV�D�JHQWOHPDQ�QDPHG�%RE�%LQJPDQ��
ZKR�ZDV�LQ�WKH�$GYDQFHG�6WXGLR��DQ�
older guy, but also a boat stylist.  And 
KH�LQWURGXFHG�PH�WR�+DUU\�.DXO�ZKR�
was then President of the Roamer 
'LYLVLRQ�LQ�+ROODQG�0LFKLJDQ��WKH�
aluminium and steel boats over in 
Holland.

And we did moonlighting for Roamer 
designs in Detroit and went over a 
FRXSOH�RI�WLPHV�WR�YLVLW�LQ�+ROODQG���
%XW�WKHUHXSRQ��,�PHW�+DUU\�.DXO���

W: So you did your time at Chrysler 
Imperial Styling...
F: Yes, I was working towards getting 
my wife and my baby son and myself 
RXW�RI�'HWURLW�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH���6R�,�
ZHQW�EDFN�WR�6\UDFXVH�DQG�KXQJ�XS�
my shingle as an industrial designer 
LQ��������$QG�WKDW�ODVWHG�IRU�DERXW�WKH�
worst year of my life.  I was vying for 
ZRUN�DJDLQVW�D�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6\UFDXVH�
GHVLJQHU�WHDFKHU�ZKR�ZDV�OLWHUDOO\�
using his students to do design work, 
DQG�LW�ZDV�KLJKO\«�KLJKO\«�QRW�JRRG�
stuff.  

,Q�6\UDFXVH��,�VWDUWHG�ZKLSSLQJ�XS�
D�3RUWIROLR�IRU�&KULV�&UDIW���,�ZDV�
GRLQJ�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�ERDW�UHQGHULQJV�
VNHWFKHV���$QG�FDOOHG�+DUU\�DQG�KH�
VDLG�Á\�GRZQ��DQG�WR�PDNH�D�ORQJ�
story short, landed the job and my 
wife and 2 sons got in the New Yorker 

Fred Hudson and editor during our weekend interview, he passed away 8 weeks later.

FLOATING HEADLAMPS: Hudson’s 
front end on Chrysler’s 1961 Imperial

‘56 “Golden Hawk” Packard Styling Sketch and Rendering
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and drove through the snow to Florida 
LQ�-DQXDU\�RI��������$QG�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�
beginning of my time in Pompano 
%HDFK�GHVLJQLQJ�&KULV�&UDIW�

W: Wait. How did you get the job at 
&KULV�&UDIW"��:KR�JDYH�LW�WR�\RX�DQG�
how did you get it?
F: I wrote Harry Kaul a letter at some 
SRLQW�GXULQJ������ZKHQ�,�KDG�VRPH�
VWXII�FRPSOHWHG�WKDW�,�FRXOG�VKRZ���,�
GRQ·W�UHPHPEHU�WKH�H[DFW�GDWH��EXW�
KH�JRW�EDFN�WR�PH�DQG�VDLG�´FRPH�
RQ�GRZQ�µ�6R�,�JRW�D�SODQH�WLFNHW��
ÁHZ�GRZQ�ZLWK�P\�GUDZLQJV�DQG�
presented my drawings and he said 
´\RX·UH�KLUHG�DQG�ZKHQ�FDQ�\RX�
start.” I got things together and we hit 
WKH�WUDLO�VRXWK�ZLWK�PRQWK�ROG�VHFRQG�
FKLOG�

W: Why boats?
F: I love boats.

:��%XW�\RX�ZHUH�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�FDUV�
F: The answer to the progression 
IURP�FDUV�WR�ERDWV�LV�YHU\�VLPSOH���
<RX·YH�JRW�5D\PRQG�/RHZ\�DQG�
%URRNV�6WHSKHQV���$QG�WKRVH�DUH�
WKH�RQO\�VXFFHVVIXO�LQGHSHQGHQW�
FDU�GHVLJQHUV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\���7KHUH�
was no room.  All the major 
PDQXIDFWXUHUV�KDYH�H[WHQVLYH�LQ�
house design staffs. And I loved boats 
and it was just a natural progression.  
I wanted to do it.

W: So you got down to Pompano and 
who was there?
)��:HOO��,·P�3RPSDQR�%HDFK�WKH�ÀUVW�
FKRLFH�IRU�PH�WR�PDNH�FDPS�ZDV�
with the Engineering Department. 
$�:��0DF.HUHU�ZDV�WKH�¶EDG�ER\·�93�
of Engineering – beloved – a gruff, 
feared, wonderful guy.  I adored him.  
We got off to great start.

*HWWLQJ�VLWXDWHG�DW�&KULV�&UDIW�LQ�
������RXU�QHZ�GHSDUWPHQW�ZDV�SXW�
XQGHU�HQJLQHHULQJ�DQG�0DF.HUHU�ZDV�
the boss.  There was a guy there by 
WKH�QDPH�RI�-LP�0HGVNHU�ZKR�ZDV�
GRLQJ�LQWHULRUV��FRORUV��SULPDULO\�MXVW�
IDEULF�DQG�FRORU�VWXII���6R�KH�EHFDPH�
part of my team.  Then we got another 
JX\�QDPHG�5D\�/HWXUNR��D�JRRG�OLWWOH�
industrial designer, who ended up 
PDUU\LQJ�0DFN·V�VHFUHWDU\�0XULHO���$W�
VRPH�SRLQW�WKHQ�DOVR�,�JRW�'LFN�$YHU\�
in there.  That may have happened 

ODWHU��PD\EH�WKH�QH[W�\HDU�LQ�·���RU�
’62.

,Q������D�JHQWOHPDQ�E\�WKH�QDPH�RI�
'RQ�0RUWUXGH�KDG�EHHQ�²�IRU�\HDUV���
WKH�([WHULRU�'HVLJQ�&RQVXOWDQW�GRLQJ�
SULPDULO\�WKH�&KULV�&UDIW�OLQH�RI�ERDWV���
+H�GLGQ·W�GR�WKH�6NL�6NLII·V��GLGQ·W�
GR�WKH�&DYDOLHUV���%XW�,�ZDV�SXW�LQWR�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�KLP�IRU�WKH������
37’ Connie.  I won.  At that point I 
EHFDPH�RIÀFLDOO\�&KLHI�6W\OLVW�DQG�
0RUWUXGH�ZDV�RXW���6R�DW�WKDW�SRLQW�
we did everything, the ’63 Connies, 

WKH�6NL�6NLIIV��WKH�&DYDOLHUV�SULPDULO\�
ZLWK�5D\�/HWXUNR�DQG�'LFN�$QGHUVRQ��
ZKR�ZDV�DQ�HQJLQHHU�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKH�
Cavaliers.  Ski Skiff was Ron Reilly, 
and I did the styling on those.  The 
&RQQLHV��DOO�DW�WKDW�SRLQW��LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH�VSRUW�ERDWV�VWDUWHG�WR�FRPH�IURP�
RXU�OLWWOH�GHVLJQ�VWXGLR�WKHUH�LQ�KRXVH�
– and  through that progression up 
through the ’64 boats.

:H�ZHUH�RQ�WKH��UG�ÁRRU�RI�WKH�
HQJLQHHULQJ�EXLOGLQJ�ULJKW�GLUHFWO\�
DERYH�0DF.HUHU·V�RIÀFH���$W�VRPH�
SRLQW�-LP�0HGVNHU�ZKR�ZDV�ORWV�RI�
fun kept badgering me about a raise – 
¶JRWWD�WDON�WR�0DF�DERXW�D�UDLVH�µ�6R�
ÀQDOO\�,�ZHQW�GRZQ�DQG�OHIW�ZRUG�WKDW�
,·G�OLNH�WR�VHH�LI�,�FRXOG�JHW�-LP�D�OLWWOH�
ELW�PRUH�PRQH\���,W�ZDV�DIWHU���R·FORFN�

one afternoon and I’m still there 
FKXJJLQJ�DZD\��DQG�DOO�RI�D�VXGGHQ�
WKH�LQWHUFRP�JRHV�RII��´+XGWKRQ��$UH�
\RX�XSWK�WKHUH"µ�´<HV�0DF��,·P�KHUH�µ�
,�VDLG���´,·OO�EH�ULJKWK�WKHUH·�0DF�KDG�
a little bit of a lisp.  So, I hear this 
stomping up the stairs and I got up 
ZKHQ�KH�FDPH�LQ�DQG�KH�VWDUWHG�KLWWLQJ�
PH�LQ�WKH�FKHVW�VD\LQJ�´ZKDWK�WKH�KHOO�
are youth doing athking for a raise 
IRU�PHWKNHU"µ�:HOO��,�FRXOGQ·W�NHHS�D�
VWUDLJKW�IDFH�DQG�VWDUWHG�WR�ODXJK�DQG�
he broke up and from that point on 
we were the best of buddies.  It was 
K\VWHULFDO��

7KHQ�FDPH�WKH�RQVODXJKW�IURP�
Hatteras.

+HUH�ZH�KDYH�&KULV�&UDIW�LQ���
GLIIHUHQW�ZRRG��RULHQWHG�SODQWV��
6DOVEXU\��0DU\ODQG��$OJRQDF��
+ROODQG��&DGLOODF��&KDWWDQRRJD��
DQG�3RPSDQR�%HDFK«�LV�WKDW�
ÀYH"��$W�WKDW�SRLQW�,�WKLQN�$OJRQDF�
ZDV�RXW«�EXW�DQ\ZD\��DOO�RI�WKHVH�
SODQWV�ZHUH�ZRRG�SURGXFLQJ�SURGXFW�
PDQXIDFWXULQJ�SODQWV���,W�ZDV�YHU\�
SODLQ�WR�VHH��LW�ZDV�D�VWLFN\�ZLFNHW���
Hattaras, in Hyde Point with one 
ÀEHUJODVV�ERDW�SODQW�DQG�D�IXUQLWXUH�
IDFWRU\�PDNLQJ�DOO�WKH�IXUQLWXUH�ULJKW�
WKHUH�XQGHU�RQH�FLW\·V�EDQQHU���:KHQ�
+DWWDUDV�ERDWV�FDPH�RXW��RI�FRXUVH�
&KULV�&UDIW�KDG�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ��
$QG�LW�ZDV�GHFLGHG�ÀUVW�RI�DOO�WR�GR�
the 36’ – Harry Kaul’s favorite boat 
size was a 36’, don’t ask me why – so 
WKH�ÀUVW�H[SUHVV�ERDW�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�
to be a 36’.  And a wooden plug was 
made and I was invited to go for a sea 
WULDO�E\�0LNH�3RWWHU�ZKR�ZDV�+DUU\·V�
Assistant.  We went on a 42’ Roamer 
RXW�RII�/LJKWKRXVH�3RLQW��DQG�-LP�
3RH�ZDV�WKH�WHVW�GULYHU�LQ�WKLV�EODFN�
��·�UXQQLQJ�SOXJ�WKDW·V�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�RLO�
GUXPV�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU�DV�EDOODVW���
The thing would not get out of the 
ZDWHU���0DF�ZDV�RQ�WKH���·�ZLWK�XV��RI�
FRXUVH��DQG�KH�EHFDPH�PDG���$FWXDOO\�
WKH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�KH�GLG�ZDV�VD\�WR�PH�
“Hudthen, whath the hell are youth 
doing here?” And I said I was invited 
E\�0U��0LNH�3RWWHU���0DFN�JRW�LQ�WKH�
little boat and went over to Jim Poe 
WR�UDLVH�KHOO�ZLWK�KLP�DQG�WU\�WR�ÀJXUH�
out why the thing would not plane.  It 
was either overloaded, or – my own 
feeling – it was under bottomed.  To 
PDNH�D�ORQJ�VWRU\�VKRUW��0DF�ZHQW�

Imperial Sketches
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EDFN�WR�WKH�GUDZLQJ�ERDUG�DQG�WKH�ERDW�
got wider and it got 2 feet longer.  And 
WKHUHXSRQ�FDPH�WKH���·�([SUHVV��DQG�
LW·V�D�GHOLJKWIXO�KXOO���'HVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�
WKDW�LW�ZDV�DQG�LV�D�FRQFDYH�9�ERWWRP�
ZKLFK��RI�FRXUVH��KDV�SUHWW\�PXFK�
EHHQ�GLVSODFHG�E\�FRQYH[�9�ERWWRPV�
EHFDXVH�WKH\�REYLRXVO\�LPPHUVH�
themselves in water better and are far 
PRUH�EXR\DQW���,W�ZDV�GHFLGHG�WKH�ERDW�
would be built in 
Holland.  Primarily 
EHFDXVH�RI�VL]H�DQG�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�IDFW�
that it was largely 
D�ÀEHUJODVV�ERDW�
put together very 
PXFK�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�
as a wood boat, 
out of very similar 
FRPSRQHQWV�H[FHSW�
WKH�FRPSRQHQWV�
ZHUH�ÀEHUJODVV�QRW�
ZRRG���$OVR�&KULV�
Craft had a height 
problem.  There was 
QR�SODFH��H[FHSW�IRU�
3RPSDQR�%HDFK��
ZKHUH�WKH\�FRXOG�
have taken a hull 
PROG�DQG�UHWUDFWHG�
WKH�KXOO�YHUWLFDOO\�
out of the mold and 
SURFHHG�WR�UXQ�LW�
down an assembly 
line.  They didn’t 
have the height 
FOHDUDQFH���6R�LW�
was designed as a 
VSOLW�PROG�ZKLFK�
ODLG�DSDUW��QLFH�DQG�
easy lay up, put it 
WRJHWKHU��ZKDFN�WKH�
seam together, and 
LW�ZDV�TXLFN�DQG�
HDV\�DV�FDQ�EH�

2QH�RI�WKH�GHVLJQ�GHWDLOV�RQ�WKH���·�
LV�SUHWW\�PXFK�H[SODLQHG�E\�WKDW�VSOLW�
PROG�DQG�WKDW�ZDV�0DF·V�9�WUDQVRP�
ZKLFK�GHOLJKWV�HYHU\ERG\��EXW�KH�GLG�
LW�IRU�UHDVRQ���7KH�FHQWHU�OLQH�VSOLW�ZDV�
PXFK�HDVLHU�ZKHUH�LW�GLGQ·W�KDYH�WR�
FRPH�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�FRPSOHWHO\�IDLUHG�
DUF���6DPH�DV�WKH�ERZ���

%HFDXVH�RI�WKH���SLHFH�PROG��,�ZDV�
able to get that full length quarter foil, 
ZKLFK�\RX�FRXOG�QHYHU�KDYH�SXOOHG�RXW�
RI�D�PROG�ZLWK�D�YHUWLFDO�UHOHDVH���$QG�

I love that thing.  It was neat, and still 
looks neat.

Frankly, I don’t know where the 
SURGXFWLRQ�HQGHG�XS���,�NQRZ�WKH�
big boats were at Pompano, but I’m 
presuming most of them stayed in 
Holland.

:��0\��������·�&RPPDQGHU�ZDV�
made in the Roamer plant.
F: Ah ha! See Roamer had height! 
Roamer had plenty of overhead height.  
I remember that plant well.

:���,�ZDQW�WR�EDFN�XS���:KR�ZDV�
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKLV���·�SURMHFW�RULJLQDOO\��
how did it get to the point of being a 
wooden plug and then did they test a 
ÀEHUJODVV�SOXJ�RU�ZKDW"
F:  No, it was a wooden boat 
HVVHQWLDOO\��SDLQWHG�VKLQ\�EODFN��DQG�

LW�ZDV�WR�EH�WKH�IRUP�IURP�ZKLFK�WKH�
ÀEHUJODVV�PROGV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
PDGH���%XW�WKDW�ZDV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�
EHFDXVH�WKH�WKLQJ�KDG�WR�EH�GRQH�
FRPSOHWHO\�RYHU�

W: And was this planned to be the 
Commander series?
F: Yup.  I think the Commander badge 
was out of use at the time.  I don’t 

HYHU�UHFDOO�
doing a wooden 
FRPPDQGHU�RXW�
of all the boats 
that I remember 
doing on the 
FDUYHO�SODQN�
senior line of 
&KULV�&UDIW�
boats.  I’m 
presuming that 
the Commander 
name was on 
the shelf and 
ready to be 
used.  

W: This 36’ 
‘plan’ was a 
response – an 
DWWDFN�²�DQG�
was going to be 
Chris’s big entry 
LQWR�ÀEHUJODVV�
FUXLVHUV"
F: Absolutely.  
I remember 
being told about 
WKH�SURMHFW�DQG�
what we were 
going to do.  I 
remember being 
FDOOHG�GRZQ�WR�
0DF·V�RIÀFH��
where we had 
the meeting 
about the boat.  

,�ZDV�ORRNLQJ�RYHU�0DF·V�VKRXOGHU�
at the lines drawing that was on his 
drawing board for the hull.  And this 
ZDV�W\SLFDO��0DF.HUHU�ZRXOG�GR�WKH�
lines drawings for the hull and then 
they would go upstairs to the loft 
ZKLFK�ZDV�D�ELJ�ZRRGHQ�SODWIRUP�
where they were  drawn full size.  
From there to templates and wooden 
IRUPV�DQG�D�ZRRGHQ�SOXJ�FRQVWUXFWHG���
2U�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�PDQ\�RI�WKH�ZRRGHQ�
Connies, the boat would be built and 
JR�RXW�WR�SURGXFWLRQ�

Hudson Connie Renderings
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:��6R�ZKDW�ZDV�0DF·V�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�
WKH���·"
)��0DF�GLG�WKH�KXOO�OLQHV�DQG�,�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�DV�RI�WKH���·�H[SUHVV�KH�GHOHJDWHG�
further hull development to his 
XQGHUOLQJV���:KLFK�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�
Phil Carveth and Don Shut in the 
&KULV�&UDIW�HQJLQHHULQJ�EDLOLZLFN�

W: So when you say hull lines, you 
mean the bottom of the boat up to the 
shear?
F:  Yes.  I’ll show you a hull lines 
drawing later if you want to see 
one.  When I started doing them 
P\VHOI��,·P�QRW�D�QDYDO�DUFKLWHFW�
but that’s what I did, and its not that 
GLIÀFXOW���,I�\RX�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�PDNH�D�
PHFKDQLFDO�GUDZLQJ��KRZ�WR�ORRN�DW�
something in different views and then 
LQ�VHFWLRQV���3URÀOH��SODQ�YLHZ�DQG�
develop dimensions either from the 
EDVHOLQH�RU�WKH�FHQWHU�OLQH��RXW���7KDW�
JLYHV�WKH�GLVWDQFH�LQ�IHHW�DQG�LQFKHV�
the dimension from either station, 
FHQWHU�OLQH�RU�EDVHOLQH«�DQG�WKDW·V�
KRZ�WKLQJV�DUH�EXLOW���,W·V�D�IDVFLQDWLQJ�
SURFHVV�

:��,W·V�FRRO��,�KDYH�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�VKRS�
GUDZLQJ�RI�WKH���·
)��,�KDYH�WKH�VKRS�GUDZLQJ�IRU�WKH���·
W: I’m thinking somehow someone 
VKDUHG�LW�ZLWK�VRPHRQH«�ZKR���
)��'LFN�$QGHUVRQ�VPXJJOHG�LW�RXW�RI�
3RPSDQR��DFWXDOO\�D�FRS\�

W:  So the 36’ hull lines were done, 
what were you working on?  Was this 
\RXU�RQO\�SURMHFW"��:DV�HYHU\RQH�
ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKLV�SURMHFW"

)��/RUG�QR���1R��2QFH�,�KDG�WKH�
VSHFLÀF�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�EDVLFDOO\�
D�URXJK�DUUDQJHPHQW�SODQ�ZKLFK�
ZDV�EDVLFDOO\�D�&RQVWHOODWLRQ�OD\RXW�
widened lengthened – a 37’ Connie 
JURZQ�XS���2I�FRXUVH�LW�ZDV�PXFK�
wider.  A 13’ beam, it’s enormous.  
Then it was a matter of knowing what 
I was doing.  I was building a wood 
ERDW�RXW�RI�ÀEHUJODVV�

W: So what was your job?
)��0\�MRE�ZDV�RQ�WKH�GUDZLQJ�ERDUG�WR�
ÀJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�LW�ORRNHG�OLNH���7R�GUDZ�
it up.  Design the boat!

$�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�KDSSHQHG���%HFDXVH�RI�
WKH�VSOLW�PROG�DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW�GLGQ·W�
need to be withdrawn from a mold, 
WKLQJV�ZHUH�SRVVLEOH���)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�
VKHHU�KDV�D�UHYHUVH�ÁDQJH�ZKLFK�JRHV�
LQERDUG�DQG�WKHUHXSRQ�WKH�GHFN�FDQ�
ODQG�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�UHYHUVH�ÁDQJH�DQG�
WKH�VHDP�LV�FRYHUHG�DOO�WKH�ZD\�DURXQG�
WKH�ERDW�ZLWK�D�WHDN�FDS���&DQ·W�VHH�LW���
And it’s neat and tidy and unlike the 
QRUPDO�VKRHER[�RI�D�QRUPDO�KXOO�WR�
GHFN�MRLQW��LW�ZDV�SUHWW\�QHDW�

W:  Sorry if I sound stupid, but what 
parts of the boat were you working 
on?
)���,·P�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�H[WHULRU�
of the boat from the waterline up.  
0DF.HUHU·V�WUDQVRP�ZDV�D�JLYHQ��WKH�
VWHP�UDNH�ZDV�SUHWW\�PXFK�D�JLYHQ�²�LW�
ZDV�&RQVWHOODWLRQ�²�H[FHSW�IRU�WKH�IDFW�
WKDW�LW�KDG�D�QLFH�UDGLXVHG�ERZ�ZKLFK�
was part of the styling resolution that 
it wasn’t going to be a pointy bow, it 
ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�D�QLFH�VPRRWK�IDLUHG�
rounded bow on that boat, tapered 

RI�FRXUVH��GRZQ�WR�WKH�FKLQH���$QG�
WKH�TXDUWHU�IRLO�²�ZKLFK�LV�ZKDW�,�FDOO�
LW�²�ZKLFK�UDQ�WKH�IXOO�OHQJWK�RI�WKH�
boat and around the transom.  And the 
hardtops, the windows, the side shield 
treatment below the side windows of 
WKH�H[SUHVV�EULGJH���

I wanted a faster windshield rake, but 
Harry Kaul would not buy anything 
IDVWHU�²�ODLG�EDFN���WKDQ�D����GHJUHH�
rake.  “It’s got to be 45 period. No 
ZD\���<RX·UH�QRW�WRXFKLQJ�WKDW�µ��
7RGD\�ZH�KDYH�DOPRVW����GHJUHH�DQG�
more.

W:  What was his reasoning?
)��9LVLRQ���+H�DOVR�LQVLVWHG�ZH�KDYH�
YHQWLODWLQJ�SDQHOV���:KHQ�\RX�FDQ·W�
see out of the front end, you gotta be 
able to open those windows.  Things 
that are largely overlooked today, but 
they made good sense and they were 
part of his mandate.

W:  So you’re also working on the 
URRI�OLQH�DQG�WKH�KDUGWRS«
)���7KH�ZKROH�WKLQJ��$QG�WKH�FRQWRXUV�
LQYROYHG���6HFWLRQV�DQG�DV�WKH�ERDW�
ORRN�DQG�VW\OLQJ�ZDV�DSSURYHG�ZKLFK�
involved the sales department and 
feasibility through engineering, then 
I would go with my input to Phil 
Carvath and Don Shut and they would 
VWDUW�GHWDLOLQJ�LW���,Q�WKLV�LQVWDQFH�'LFN�
Anderson was involved in it too, and 
as you know, he did the shop drawing.

W:  What are the highlights of your 
GHVLJQ�RI�WKH���·�&RPPDQGHU�
F:  Well, I’ve mentioned the sheer 
PROGLQJ�DQG�LWV�KXOO�WR�GHFN�MRLQW��WKH�
TXDUWHU�IRLO���(YHU\ERG\�ORYHG�0DF·V�
transom.  The styling of the hardtop 
DQG�WKH�FDELQ�URRI�ZHUH�DLUIRLO�VKDSHV�
ZLWK�VRPH�QLFH�FRQYH[LWLHV���$QG�WKH�
VLGH�VKLHOGV�ZKHUH�,�FKRVH�D�OLQHDU�
UHOLHI�SDWWHUQ��DQG�WKH�PRWLI�FDUULHG�
up the pilaster on the side. This was 
repeated again on the sedan later by 
'LFN�$YHU\�ZKLFK�HVVHQWLDOO\�WRRN�WKH�
SURSRUWLRQV�DQG�WKH�VW\OH�FXHV�RI�WKH�
H[SUHVV�DQG�UHSURSRUWLRQHG�WKHP�IRU�
WKH�ODUJHU�GHFN�KRXVH�DQG�WKH�VKRUWHU�
FDELQ�IURQW�RQ�WKH�ERZ�RI�WKH�ERDW���
2QH�ÀQDO�WKLQJ�ZDV�WKH�&KULV�&UDIW�
0HGDOOLRQ�RQ�WKH�ERZ����

7R�EH�FRQWLQXHG�QH[W�LVVXH���

Fred Hudson in his home studio at the time of this interview.
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Treat yourself and your 
EHORYHG�&RPPDQGHU���%X\�
6XSHU'LVN�����WR�OHDUQ�
DERXW�WKH�PDQ\�SURMHFWV�RQ�
your “TO DO” list.  The 
Complete Edition and the 
5HVRXUFH�&ROOHFWLRQ�9RO���
FDQ�QRZ�EH�RUGHUHG�GLUHFWO\�
from the Club (shipping 
LQFOXGHG���8SJUDGH�(GLWLRQ�
is no longer available.

6HH�WKH�FRQWHQWV�RI�6XSHU�
'LVN�����E\�FOLFNLQJ�RQ�WKH�
OLQN�DQG�VFUROOLQJ�GRZQ�WR�
6XSHUGLVN�0DVWHU�,QGH[�
�����²������E\�VXEMHFW���
A big thank you goes to 
&ROOHHQ�'RJDULX�IRU�FUHDW�
LQJ�WKLV�PDVWHU�LQGH[�WKDW�
FDQ�EH�VRUWHG�E\�\HDU��
VXEMHFW��DXWKRU�DQG�SRVW�
number.
KWWS���JURXSV�\DKRR�FRP�
JURXS�FFFRPPDQGHU�ÀOHV�

2YHU��������SRVWV��5HDG�
about it and buy yours here:
KWWS���ZZZ�FRPPDQGHUFOXE�
FRP�$UFKLYH�6XSHUGLVN�KWP

6XSHU'LVN�����LV�EHLQJ�
VFKHGXOHG�IRU�UHOHDVH�LQ�
$SULO�RI��������'HOLYHU\�IRU�
mats are being investigated 
E\�WKH�$UFKLYH�&RPPLWWHH���
Even with two months left 
WR�DUFKLYH�LQ������WKHUH�
have been 3136 posts, 1116 
KDYH�EHHQ�VHOHFWHG�WR�DU�
FKLYH�ZLWK�����DWWDFKPHQWV�

7KH�&OXE�%XVLQHVV�)RUXP�
�KWWS���JURXSV�\DKRR�FRP�
JURXS�FFFFEL]���ZLOO�SRVW�
the monthly minutes in the 
ÀOHV�VHFWLRQ��DQQXDO�ÀQDQ�
FLDO�UHSRUWV��%\ODZV��DQG�
$UWLFOHV�RI�,QFRUSRUDWLRQ���
7KLV�LV�WKH�SODFH�WR�GLVFXVV�
WRSLFV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�UXQQLQJ�
RI�WKH�FOXE���

��&KDU�3LNH��$UFKLYLVW

We’ve been working on 
D�IHZ�FKDQJHV�IRU�WKH�
&OXE���7KH�PRVW�VLJQLÀ�
FDQW�FKDQJH�LV�WKDW�RI�WKH�
&OXE·V�WD[�VWDWXV���7KH�
,56�UHFHQWO\�DSSURYHG�WKH�
&OXE·V�UHTXHVW�IRU�WD[�
H[HPSW�VWDWXV���7KLV�ZLOO�
PDNH�RXU�WD[�UHSRUWLQJ�
PXFK�HDVLHU��HOLPLQDWH�RXU�
WD[�FRPSOLDQFH�FRVWV��DQG�
more importantly elimi�
QDWH�RXU�IHGHUDO�LQFRPH�
WD[�H[SHQVH���:H·YH�DOVR�
PDGH�VRPH�FKDQJHV�WR�RXU�
EDQN�DQG�SD\SDO�DFFRXQWV�
to provide multiple EC 
PHPEHUV�ZLWK�DFFHVV�WR�
both and to make transi�
tions from one Treasurer 
WR�WKH�QH[W�HDVLHU���$V�
of the end of November 
�����WKH�&OXE·V�WRWDO�FDVK�
EDODQFH�LV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
��������

For those of us in the 
North, our boats are high 
and dry and we’re settling 
in for our winter boating 
KLDWXV���%XW�WKDW�GRHVQ·W�
mean boating isn’t on 
our minds and we aren’t 
already looking forward 
WR�QH[W�VXPPHU���,Q�IDFW��
planning is well underway 
IRU�WKH������&RPPDQGHU�
Club Rendezvous in De�
WURLW��0LFKLJDQ���

$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�ORFDO�
SODQQLQJ�FRPPLWWHH��,·G�
OLNH�WR�HQFRXUDJH�DOO�RI�
\RX�WR�FRQVLGHU�MRLQLQJ�XV���
This year’s event is sure 
WR�DWWUDFW�PDQ\�ERDWV�DQG�
friends alike, so mark your 
FDOHQGDU�IRU�$XJXVW������
�����WR�EH�SDUW�RI�´&RP�
PDQGHUV�LQ�WKH�'�µ��/RRN�
for more details over the 
FRPLQJ�PRQWKV�

��0LNH�6FKUDJH��7UHDVXUHU

+HUH�LV�D�UHSRUW�IURP�7KH�&RPPDQGHU�&OXE·V�0HPEHU�	�
%RDW�5HJLVWU\���+HUH�\RX�FDQ�VHH�YLVXDOO\�KRZ�PDQ\�
&RPPDQGHUV�DUH�LQ�86�VWDWHV��&DQDGD�DQG�WKH�ZRUOG�

��0DUFLD�(ONLQV��0HPEHUVKLS�&KDLU
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